
DOLPHIN PRESS 

Wise Tips for        

Virtual Learning  

 Early to bed, early to 

rise, keeps you 

healthy, wealthy and 

wise! 

 Keep your device 

charged each night. 

 Be online on time!  

Class starts at 8:30 AM.  

Try getting online be-

fore that.  Work out the 

bugs before the in-

struction starts. 

 Ask for help! 

(Resources can be as 

close as your child’s 

teacher, the school 

office, or WCPS HELP 

LINE) Connectivity 

problems are frustrat-

ing!  We all experience 

it from time to time. 

Don’t give up!  Every-

day of instruction 

counts.   

 Use breaks in your 

child’s schedule.  Look 

away from the screen.  

Get up and move!  Just 

monitor your time and 

get back to the next 

lesson on time!   

 Pace your Asynchro-

nous assignment work 

time.  Again, plan time-

ly breaks.  This helps 

to keep learning fresh 

and the brain engaged! 

Attendance Still Matters: 

Although Maryland’s State Department of Education has 

accepted the “Recovery Plan” for Wicomico County Public 

Schools, student attendance in daily instruction is a 

requirement, be it in-person or virtual, and is expected to be 

monitored throughout the course of the school day. Teachers 

are required to take attendance for every subject now; meaning 

if your child appears in session with their class at the start of 

the day but does not appear for a given class period later in the 

day, time from their daily attendance will be deducted from the 

overall day.   

Any time your child is not able to attend a day, a class, or any 

part thereof, it is still necessary to notify your child’s teacher of 

the reason in writing.  (Preferably through email.)  This includes 

scheduled specials.  As a reminder, not all absences can be 

excused; but when an absence does occur, it is necessary for a 

student to submit the missed assignments.  According to the 

WCPS grading policy, only work submitted for excused 

absences should receive grades.  So, please only have your 

child out of instruction during the times when that absence will 

be excused according to the parameters set by the State of 

Maryland and our local school system.   
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Have you been on X2 Family Portal yet?  Copy in 

your browser the link:    

         https://x2.wcboe.org/x2sis/logon.do   

Contact your child’s teacher if you need further direc-

tion for easy access to your child’s progress.  

October Dates  

10/5  Mid Term 

10/9  iReady Window 
Closes  

10/12 Columbus Day 

10/16  Professional Day! 
Schools Closed/Office Open 

10/19  Pre-K In-Person 
Instruction 

10/26   K In-Person 
Instruction 

Willards Elementary Newsletter            “Riding the wave to a brighter Future” 

Welcome to the World 
of Virtual Learning! 
While the process has been challenging the 

progress is impressive!  Teachers are prepared to 

teach, students are learning, parents are 

supporting the learning process as it looks for 

now.  Yes, we all hope this is temporary and for 

the least amount of time as possible!  Of course 

the controlling factor is the lurking danger of the 

spread during the pandemic, but when you think 

about it, look how far we’ve come as a community 

and school system when it comes to this 

enormous instructional transition!  Kudos to each 

and every one of you for your efforts!  I realize not 

every day will feel like a success.  

That can sum up life in general!  

But every day that your child is 

online listening, participating and 

learning is a step toward 

mastering the virtual learning 

In-person instruction is now being offered to students of grades 

Pre-K and Kindergarten.  Please respond to your child’s 

teacher’s call for necessary information regarding the desired 

instructional mode for your child.  Start dates for each of those 

grades is posted above.  



SEE WHAT WE ARE LEARNING IN           

OCTOBER! 
Pre– Kindergarten:  In ELA we will continue to review 

names, letters in names, read books and practice our friendship 
skills. In math we will continue to count, recognize numbers, and 
subitize. Our study of the 5 senses will continue into our new unit 
Our Environment  

Kindergarten:  We will continue to work on identifying up-

percase and lowercase letters with letter sounds. In math, we will 
be focusing on making sets of objects to 10 as well as counting 
aloud to 25 and recognizing numerals. We will begin to explore the 

sight words- at, my, no, he, I, a, it, to, and, is, in, the.   

Guidance:  October is Bullying Awareness Month and we will 
begin the month with guidance lessons on recognizing, reporting 
and refusing bullying.  Even though we’re not in the school build-
ing, please remember to always be an outstanding bystander!  

Third Grade:  In E.L.A. we will focus on story elements in fic-

tion and describing characters based on what they say and do.  We 
will continue to craft true stories in Writing Journals at home and 
virtually in Google Classroom.  

In Math we will be working with 1-2 steps number stories using 
multiple strategies. We will use addition and subtraction, and ex-
plore the concept of multiplication and division; using it to solve 
number stories.  For Multiplication and Division, the focus will be 

with equal group, arrays, and drawing to solve number stories. 

First Grade: In math we will solve addition word problems 
and add and subtract within 20.  In ELA, writers workshop be-
gins and we will continue applying reading strategies.  We will al-
so finish reviewing Kindergarten skills as we move into our grade 
1 curriculum.   

Second Grade:  In ELA we will be reading, and responding to 

stories about teamwork, friendship, and family. During math, we 
will be recognizing, representing, ordering, and comparing num-
bers to 120. We will also be counting coins, problem solving, and 
increasing our fact fluency. Please continue to do ST math and 

help Jiji as much as you can! In Social Studies, we will continue 
to discuss and learn more about character traits, such as cour-
age, responsibility, and trustworthiness.  

Physical Education:  We will be working on locomotor and 

manipulative skills (Pre-K-2 grade) and fitness components (3rd 
grade).  In Health we will continue to discuss personal care and 
begin nutrition.  P.E is graded for first term.  

Art:  We are exploring the 7 Elements of Art (Space, Shape, 
Form, Color, Texture, Line, Value). We are also focusing on indi-
vidual choices in art, following the Studio Habits of Mind.  Art is 
graded first term. 
 
Music:  Music is not graded this term but Ms. Brown’s invites 
you to her Bitmoji Lessons within “classwork” in google class-
room for a fun musical learning experience each week. 

 


